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“REVELATION of Compassion for a Hurting World” 

 
Revelation 5 

 
Background of Book – See 1: 9 – The apostle John wrote Revelation in exile about a.d. 95, 
during the reign of the Roman emperor. The emperor Domitian had demanded that he be 
worshiped as “Lord and God,” and the refusal of the Christians to obey his edict led to severe 
persecution. In the midst of severe persecution, the Spirit of God is REVEALING Glorious things; 
In chapter 5, we see a glorious revelation of compassion – the Lion becoming the Lamb! 
 
Several Key Terms of Insight into Revelation 5 –  

• Scroll – is the ‘title deed of the universe’ containing the power and secrets to rule over 
all – i.e. God’s plan for history – see 1: 1 

• “the Lion of the Tribe of Judah” – title given to Jesus in this heavenly scene 
o Genesis 49: 9a – “Judah is a lion’s cub” – If Judah is the lion’s cub, who is the 

lion? 
o Amos 1: 2 – “The Lord ROARS from Zion….” – The Lion is the Judge of the World! 
o The Lord Jesus Christ is the Moral Judge of the Universe! – 5: 5 

• “Slaughtered Lamb” – imagery relates to Jesus’ death on the cross, just as a lamb was 
sacrificed to make a payment for the people’s sin in the OT. Jesus is the Lamb of God 
whose death as a substitute for our sin.  

• The Lion who is the Lamb has ‘conquered’ – means to prevail, be victorious – making 
Him worthy to open the scroll!  

 
COMPASSION IS the Moral Judge of the World becoming the Savior of the World! 
 
What should be Our Response to Such a REVELATION of God’s Compassion for us?  
 
1. – REALIZE the Lord’s Compassion for you! 
 

Reflect & Realize – John 1: 1 – 18 –  the Eternal Creator became flesh to enter our world 
to reveal Himself to us!  



 
The slain Lamb who “stands” victorious is Jesus! – see Revelation 5: 6; John 1: 29 
 
For WHOM was Jesus slaughtered for? – 1 John 3: 1…. What does this do to your heart?  
 
CHALLENGE. – Watch or read C.S. Lewis book/ movie – “The Chronicles of Narnia” this 
Christmas.  

 
2. – RECEIVE the Lord’s Compassion for you! 

 
See – Romans 10: 9 – 10; John 1: 12; Revelation 3: 20  
 
Avoid being like the inn-keeper (Luke 2) & the religious leaders (Matthew 2) who missed 
Jesus at His birth. – Give Him room; Investigate Him!  

 
3. – REJOICE in the Lord’s Compassion for you! 

 
See – Revelation 5: 8 – 13 to join the jubilant celebration of the Lord’s Compassionate 
work of salvation for us! Pray this text in worship!  
 

BEYOND SUNDAY Challenges – 
 

o MEDITATE and Memorize the new song of Revelation 5: 9 – 10. Make this text your 
confession to Jesus of why He is worthy of your life’s devotion. 

 
o DISCUSS with a partner or group today’s sermon of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah (i.e. – 

the Moral Judge of the world) becoming the slaughtered Lamb (i.e. the Savior of the 
World). What does this do to your heart?  

 
o INVITE friends and family members to join virtually today’s CHRISTMAS CONCERT at 6 

p.m. As you engage with the songs and Scriptures, reflect on WHY is Jesus worthy of all 
of these songs and so much more?  

 
o READ with the church family daily A CHAPTER OF REVELATION. The Bible reading plan 

and insightful prompts can be found at www.roswellstreet.com  
 
 
 


